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A naional crime commis- 
sion yesterday recommenced a 
drastic overhaul of America's 
criminal justice system that 
woulfj eliminate grand juries, 
set a maximum 5-year prison 
sentence for most offenders, 
and limit the possession of 
handguns to police and mili- 
tary personnel. 

Some of the commission’s 
recommendations were so po- 
tentially controversial that the 
Justice Department, which fi- 
nanced the study and unveiled 
lie findings, issued a dis- 
Ifaimer of responsibility or en- 
dorsement. ; 

Nevertheless, Attorney Gen- 
eral Elliot L. Richardson said 
the 293-page document may be 
t‘the most important report on 
crime control ever compiled in 
th»s country/* 

Billed as a “national »tra 
tegy to reduce crime,” the rec- 
ommendations were made by 
the Com- 

miss ion q>n . Qmnn& Justice 
standards apd .Goals after a 
tw ^ _ar >jady casting $1.7 
million and involving hun- 
dreds of state and local law 
enforcement officials. 

The report is supposed to 
represent a consensus of crim- 
inal justice philosophy at the 
grasroots level, while serving 
as a blueprint for future re- 
form in court procedures, cor- 
rections, police activities and 
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